
Frequently Asked Questions About Reopening Schools 

Questions have been added and updated; see NEW or Updated
 

GENERAL 

When will students start school? 
Updated 8/13/2020: The first day of school will be Thursday, Sept. 10. More specific information 
regarding cohort attendance will be forthcoming.  For those opting in to the Full-Time Remote 
Instructional Model we will reach out to you directly with more information and next steps. 

What if my child needs a Chromebook? 
All students will be given a 1:1 device. Distribution dates will be communicated by the building 
principal. 

Who do I contact if I have questions about a specific grade level? 
Contact the principal at the building. 

Do I have to register for a plan? 
You do not have to register unless you would like your child to be in the full-time remote instruction 
model. We will put the Plan B: Hybrid Instructional Model into place. 

Can we see photos of what a classroom might look like? 
Yes, in the coming weeks. The classrooms are being cleaned, floors waxed, etc. The furniture, 
signage and barriers have been ordered and will not arrive for a few weeks. 

Is there a remote option for PreKindergarten students? 
We are having in-person PreK in the Hybrid Instructional Model, but are unable to offer it as a remote 
option. 

Will specials be held (physical education, art and music)? 
Page 38 addresses extracurriculars and the special area subjects are addressed in the Building Plans 
found on page 40. 

 

FULL-TIME REMOTE INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL 

If my child does not understand the lesson, will there be access to his teacher for 
questions/help? 
Yes, your child will have regular access to his teachers. 

What is the deadline to enroll in the Full Time Remote Instructional Model? 
Updated 8/13/2020: The deadline was extended to Aug.14, 2020 at 4 p.m. so our building principals 
can begin developing the student cohort groups which will be available in Aspen Parent Portal Aug. 
17. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sXTBWeAdpmzlKN87d653Os9DqoEK9XZ44h6SW4fatuk/edit#heading=h.kcxwoahveqwj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sXTBWeAdpmzlKN87d653Os9DqoEK9XZ44h6SW4fatuk/edit#heading=h.rsaxvxg3hpvt


Can my child join the Full-Time Remote Instructional Model after the deadline passes? 
Updated 8/13/2020: It depends on the grade level of your child. Please see the question below.  
 

Can my child move between the remote and hybrid plans? 
New 8/13/2020: Elementary students cannot move between the remote and hybrid plans until the end 
of the elementary first marking period on Nov. 20 Whatever model an elementary student starts with 
on Sept. 10 is the model they will continue with until Nov. 20. At that time we will re-evaluate. 

Middle and High School students who start the year in the Hybrid model can move at any time into 
the Full-Time Remote Instructional Model. But Middle and High School students who start the year in 
the Full-Time Remote model and want to move to the Hybrid model must wait until the end of the first 
marking period on Nov. 6. 

Support, whether it be academic or counseling, will be provided to your child no matter what 
instructional model they are in. 
 

Can students enrolled in the Full-Time Remote Instructional Model participate in music 
lessons and performances? 
If you opt-in to the full-time remote option, the electives and exploratories will be limited. We do not 
plan to have students come to school for partial participation. 

Can students enrolled in the Full-Time Remote Instructional Model participate in 
interscholastic athletics programs? 
The NYSPHSAA has delayed the start of athletics until at least Sept. 21.  More information is 
forthcoming.  Students in the full-time remote option may be eligible for sports if they are in good 
standing. 

If a student opts in to the Full-Time Remote Instruction, are they prohibited from participating 
in any extracurricular activities until a return to onsite instruction either in February 2021 or 
later?  
We will not be offering extracurriculars in the beginning of the year.  As the situation evolves we will 
work with families on a case by case basis. 

Will there be a designated “remote learning teacher” at the elementary level that services only 
those students that opted into remote learning?  
Yes. They will be assigned a separate teacher at the elementary level and they will not be viewing 
what is going on in an in-person classroom. The instruction will be provided by ACSD teachers, but it 
will not be grade level matched teachers from your child's specific school. They will have live 
instruction via Zoom approximately 2-3 hours per day on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  

Will there be a lot of parent-led assistance required at home? 
Parents will play an important role in helping their children log in, stay on schedule and see that work 
gets completed. 

What will the Full Time Remote Instructional Model look like? 
Please refer to the Full Time Remote Instructional Model section of the plan. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sXTBWeAdpmzlKN87d653Os9DqoEK9XZ44h6SW4fatuk/edit#heading=h.5r405yrpxgh1


What is the expectation for continuous computer time for elementary school aged children? 
We are still working out the details of the schedule, but it will be shortened. Screen time has been a 
major conversation and we are trying to strike a balance.  Also, in the full-time remote model the 
students will work independently on Wednesdays. There is still a lot of discussion that we will have 
over the next few weeks.  

If my child is in the Full Time Remote Instructional Model, can he still attend Erie 1 BOCES 
programs in person? 
Yes, we will make it work with BOCES and full time remote learning if that is a family’s preference. 
They plan to accommodate our hybrid program. Please contact Mr. Lawniczak at ACHS for further 
information.  

 

HYBRID MODEL 

Why did you decide on a Monday/Thursday, Tuesday/Friday cohort schedule? 
We felt that it was important for students to regularly attend school throughout the week in our hybrid 
model as opposed to going five days in a row without physically attending school.  Our MS and HS 
teachers will be teaching in a concurrent hybrid model - each day new content will be given to each 
class period. The students not in the class are expected to be synchronously connected and, 
therefore, cover the same content at the same time. 

What will Wednesdays look like? 
The schedule for synchronous learning at the elementary level is still being finalized, but it will not be 
a full six-hour day. It will focus on ELA and math and take into account the amount of screen time that 
is developmentally appropriate. 

My high schooler has a full schedule and no lunch, where will he eat? 
The High School committee is addressing this.  All students will likely be assigned a lunch for the 
health and safety of all. 

Can space at the community center be used to spread students out? 
The district has had multiple conversations with town officials about space and continue to explore 
options for spreading out. 

Will the elementary enrichment program continue? 
We will have a final decision on enrichment services in a few weeks. 

How many kids would be in a classroom? 
It depends on the grade level, but in the hybrid model we expect no more than 12 so we can be a full 
six feet apart. 

New 8/13/20: Will there be band and orchestra under the Hybrid model? 
Yes, with 12 feet of social distancing in band. 

What if I want to request a certain cohort due to my working schedule? 
Updated 8/13/2020: The cohorts for 2020-21 will be available in the Parent Portal on Monday, Aug. 
17. Reach out to the building principal if you have a question. 



 
Who is eligible for the Cohort 3? 
NEW 8/13/2020: Typically, high needs refers to students in our self-contained special education 
programs and lowest 2 performance levels of English language learners.  

I have a child at each building, can they all attend on the same cohort schedule? 
Yes, all of the schools are working together to schedule all students from the same household to the 
same cohort. 

 

IN PERSON 

Under what circumstances would the district transition from Plan B Hybrid Model to Plan A In 
Person Model and what would that look like? 

Given the current NYSDOH and NYSED requirements for social distancing we are most likely going 
to open with the hybrid model.  We will continue to work towards full capacity as we monitor health 
and safety conditions. 

 

MASKS 

Updated 8/21/20: Are the gaiter or neck buff style face masks acceptable? 
No. Since the Centers for Disease Control has not included the gaiter or neck buff style of mask as an 
acceptable style, we will not be allowing that style of mask to be worn at school. Further research 
shows the gaiter masks or neck buffs made of thin, stretchy fabric are not as effective as masks 
made with multiple layers of a cotton material. 

New 8/21/20: What should I know about masks? 
Masks should: 

● Be made of a cloth with multiple layers of material 
● Fit properly by covering the nose and mouth 
● Fit snug but comfortable 
● Be secured with ties or ear loops 
● Allow you to breathe without restriction 
● Be able to be laundered and machine dried without damage or change to shape 
● Not be a mask with one way valves or vents, per CDC. One way valve/vent masks are not 

allowed. 

If desks are six feet apart in the classrooms, will my child still need to wear a mask? 
Yes. Requiring masks and social distancing adds another layer of mitigation. Mask breaks will be 
regularly scheduled throughout the day.  Our building health and safety committees are working on 
guidelines for mask breaks. 

 



HEALTH, SAFETY 

Is there a plan for how often staff will be tested? 
We are following a daily screening protocol as outlined in the Health Screening section of the plan 
(page 17).  

Will buildings only be deep cleaned on Wednesdays when no students/staff are in the 
building? 
Updated 8/13/2020: Our buildings will be cleaned according to all CDC guidelines and disinfected 
daily; throughout the day and at night. At the Middle School when rooms are not in use they will be 
cleaned; for rooms that have back to back classes we will have supplies available for students and 
teachers to use. Students may also bring portable hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes. 
 

How often are bathrooms cleaned? 
Please see the Facilities and Cleaning section (page 21) of the plan. 

What if my child is sick with something other than COVID? How long does he stay home?  
If your child is sick with something other than COVID-19 they can return to school when they are no 
longer contagious. 

NEW 8/13/20: If a student is sick on their cohort day, do they have the option to do remote 
learning? 
Elementary students will be able to connect with their teacher every morning and would work 
independently the rest of the day. Middle and high school students will also be able to participate in 
their classes by following the established bell schedule. We encourage all students to stay home if 
they are sick. 

How will you address ventilation and fresh air in the classrooms? 
We will open windows and we have increased the amount of fresh air intake from our HVAC system. 
We have also purchased Merv-13 filters for all of our HVAC units. 

Will the school communicate any/all COVID positive cases within the school, preserving 
confidentiality? Additionally, will the school have a cut off of positive cases before closure 
would occur?  
When there is a positive case we will work collaboratively with the Erie County Department of Health 
to assist with contact tracing. We plan to communicate as much information as possible under the 
law. 
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